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"Henry Kissinger, a confidant of the president, when asked by Bush’s speechwriter why 
he had supported the Iraq war, responded: “Because Afghanistan was not enough." The 
radical Islamists, he said, want to humiliate us. “And we need to humiliate them." In 
other words, the presiding image of the "war on terror" - the burning towers collapsing on 
the television screen - had to be supplanted by another, the image of American tanks 
rumbling proudly through a vanquished Arab capital” 
(http://www.atimes.com/atimes/Middle_East/IF02Ak04.html)  

The quote is from Mark Danner, a Professor at UC Berkeley and at Bard College who 
gave his commencement speech entitled “Words in a Time of War: Taking on the 
President's Rhetoric” to graduates of the Department of Rhetoric at Zellerbach Hall, 
University of California, Berkeley, on May 10, 2007. Mark Danner, who has written 
about foreign affairs and politics for two decades, is the author of The Secret Way to 
War; Torture and Truth; and The Massacre at El Mozote, among other books. He is 
Professor of Journalism at the University of California at Berkeley and Henry R. Luce 
Professor at Bard College. His writing on Iraq and other subjects appear regularly in The 
New York Review of Books. His work is archived at MarkDanner.com. 


