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Abstract

In the United States today, there is approximately 2,500 “juvenile lifers” (an adolescent that was admitted
into the prison system and who received a life imprisonment sentence). Incredibly, over 500 juvenile
lifers are incarcerated in Pennsylvania alone, making it the most draconian of any state towards
adolescent boys and girls trapped in the cycle of poverty, racism, direct, and structural violence. Over 57
percent of all juvenile lifers in the United States of America are Black. This dignilogue presentation will
examine Life Support, an innovative post-secondary approach for restoring ritual, community, and healing
for a group of juvenile lifers housed at maximum security facility SCI Forest, in Marienville,
Pennsylvania.
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