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IN COMMEMORATION

thank God and my ancestors for guiding |

the late King Sobhuza II towards my

direction, hence the revelation that result-
ed in my studying his speeches and writing
his edicts.

King Sobhuza II chose me through the
vision of 2003, 10 years ago as this culmi-
nated into your book *Akusiko Kwami
Kwebantfu’ unearthing King Sobhuza II's
Philosophy 2009; this formidable project has
grounded my Ndwandwe identity, philo-
sophical outlook, scholarly works, and most
significantly this journey deepened my
Africanness.

Thank You for Teaching Me to be
Invisible

I thank King Sobhuza II for creating this
opportunity for me to be invisible over the
past 10 years, as this has enabled my soul to
transcend from the dialectics of materialism
into a profound state of self knowledge as
the shopping malls and lifestyle issues are
separate from my soul. &

. Journey

This jouney of understanding Akusiko
Kwami Kwebantfu, disconnected me from
the dialectics of materialism, and today I can
safely attest that I am African, ‘Ngingu
muntfi phaga’ enjoying my authentic identi-

ty.

Through being invisible I experienced the
soul’s nakedness, and very few individuals
have the ability to experience and transcend
beyond the humiliation and pain that this -

process brings to your life. ButI had the best
Professor throughout this journey, King
Sobhuza II, whose speeches at the King
Sobhuza Il Memorial Park still reverberate
in my soul: Prophet LaNdwandwe

SENA

(2009:109) *According to the King, commit-
ment to nation building and development is
critical to harmonious human existence and
co-existence and this requires expressing

. unpopular views without fear and with dig-

nity,”

Uncarthing this philosophical outlook was
a formidable experience, but living and
walking the talk has been an enriching expe-
Hence filed with humiliation and pain. [
thank King Sobhuza II for choosing me to
write and walk the talk as this process forti-
fied my spiritual depth, and most significant-
ly open the doors on how we must always
uphold dignity irrespective of the humilia-
tion and pain that prevails.

Upholding dignity with no money or mate-
rial asserts enabled me to transcend the

| humiliation and pain of being invisible; and 1

thank him this amazing encounter with the
dignity codes engraved in my soul.

Thank you for affirming my cre-
dence as conqueror

King Sobhuza II has liberated me from the
sense of compulsion to define success
through consumption. I am a conqueror, as
over the past 10 years, I have lived without
this compulsive behaviour and this has decp
ened my dignity; thus living without clutter
and material goods and service to be seen as
successful.

Opportunities

Irrespective of the lack of dignity at the

soul level, which is critical for our substanct

| and most significantly dignity is the ultimatc

source of happiness and peace.

When I wrote: Prophet LaNdwandwe
(2009:109) ‘Lijahathe singular to ‘Bujaha
is driven by initiative as they are always
ready to act on opportunitics and this is a
critical quality for human existence. ‘Lijala
does not moan or complain as they are
always searching for new doors to open;
inquisitive of opportunities for personal anc
national development towards achieving ha
mony in human existence.”

This resonates with the way I have been
living ever since I published your book in
2009, even when all my computers were
stolen, I continued to focus on opportunitie
rather than the pain and hurmiliation such tt
I did not even have an electronic version o
your book. -

1 am a conqueror, as the humiliation and
pain that has prevailed over the past 10 ye:

| will be part of my book on the journey of ¢
i
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rophet, with detailed encounters I rose
bove.

Prophet
The doors that were closed, which were
eginning to confirm that this formidable
roject was a failure, and I continued to
earch for new doors, because as a conqueror
never fail but temporary delayed. )
I did moan and complain because it was too
auch, but I continued to search for new
oors and opportunities as I am a conqueror;
nd have successfully opened credible doors.
Thank you for keeping me optimistic
Prophet LaNdwandwe (2009:109)
Regiments arc optimistic as they persist in
ursuing personal and national goals despite
bstacles and setbacks which they accept as
:mporary learning curves of human exis-
nce.
When they encounter obstacles and set
acks their understanding is that these events
‘e opportunities for growth; inspiring them
1 strengthen their commitment towards
shieving harmonious human existence.’
I'wrote this unaware that I had to lead by
«ample, and what was I thinking that I
‘ould write such profound words and not
ave to walk the talk. His words have indeed
:come my source of inspiration as I have
1countered numerous setbacks throughout
iese years of our formidable project, but
ey were all temporary leaming curves of
iman existence.
Temporary because they were not the real
>ld and resounding success that such a for-

midable project needed to be aligned with.

I encountered obstacles that were extremely
painful and humiliating and I used my digni-
ty to conquer them as I have billions of
pounds in reserves in my dignity bank
account. I would like to thank King Sobhuza
II for keeping me optimistic, as this has
resulted in me being a billionaire in my dig-
nity bank account. This dignity bank account
is a product of all the obstacles and setbacks
that his formidable project has brought to my
soul as I had to walk the talk of my own pro-
found words in the book unearthing your
philosophy.

Thank You for filing the void in my
Africanness

I am an African and my professor is King
Sobhuza II, who exemplified his Africanness
through *Simplicity is Royalty and Royalty is
Simplicity.’

This philosophical outlook has been a
major component of detoxifying the dialec-
tics of materialism, which has been a liberat-
ing experience. Getting back to the basics of
being simply African has been liberating and
most significantly a joyful jouney of accept-
ing who you are. My Africanness is now a
strategic resource that will play a critical role
in my future as an African woman and not
African female.

I thank you for filing this void as I am no
longer an African female who wished to be
seen as sophisticated with superficial identi-

ties that do not reflect
i the authenticity and
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THE LATE KING SOBHUZA II'S LEGACY

my soul. If in your view to be simple is our
God given right, then why am I violating my

own humanness with a fake and superficial

identity; for the benefit of the capitalist that is
singing all the way to the bank.

Royalty is simplicity filed the void in my
Africanness, as I realised that to reflect my
royalty, the superficial identities have to fall
along the wayside,

How could I be royal and reflect my
Affricanness, whilst clouded by superficial
trinkets that make me believe that I am only
beautiful only when I have covered my face
with them. As when I show my imperfect
skin, I am considered unattractive, as the
world only wished to see the perfect me. I
thank King Sobhuza I for reminding me
there is no perfect person.

Thank You for initiating my evolu-
tion as a Scholar

Today I thank you for initiating me into
African leadership, as I write I am a formida-
ble African Leadership scholar. The insights
in your book are credible and they bring to
the leadership discourse sound theories, and I
do not mean political discourse.

I'state this as you taught me leadership that
walks the talk on being for the people, thus
as a scholar you exemplify African
Humanism Leadership, which is critical for
Affica in the next 50 years of the African
Union.

The African Leadership qualities that you
elucidate in the philosophy ‘Akusiko Kwami
Kwebantfu' are critical to African leadership
discourse that is based on humanistic princi-
ples. ;

Affica has just celebrated 50 years, but it is
still dealing with 20th Century leadership
issues and challenges that result in violence,
conflict, war, corruption and most signifi- -
cantly abuse of tradition. )

All of these are due to lack of baseline data
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of what African humanism leadership should
reflect, and your leadership philosophy has
made me a scholar as it a formidable base-
line. :

Recently in my research and writing I
realised that you and Tata Nelson Mandela
are most probably the classical case study of .
walking the talk on African humanism lead-
ership.

This is why today I'thank you for the
insights on the humanistic traditions, values
and qualities; such that I could use you as
baseline, with other Africa leaders.

The humanistic traditions in your speeches
are also validated by the dignity in which
peace and stability prevailed during your
leadership era.

The humanistic traditions, values and quali-
ties enabled me to transcend from the colo-
nialism, racism, and all other isms of the 20th
century as a scholar; and most significantly
contribute to African leadership discourse
from a cosmological outlook. ’

Therefore, I now understand and advocate
that colonialism, racism and all other isms
come to Affica to negate the cosmologies;
and this also includes the may religion was
interpreted to Africans, which has resulted in
the demonising of our authentic identity.

Lastly I thank you for transforming me into
a formidable scholar that engages in African
Renaissance discourse, without feeling like a
victim of colonialism, racism and all other
isms.

Hence I can actively participate in critical
discourse on where Africa’s dignity needs to
be reawakened without feeling demonic; and
most significantly I am a regiment of the

Aftican Renaissance not because it's pay-
back time for colonisers and racists, but
because it's Africa’s time.

Thank you (King Sobhuza II) for loving
and trusting me with your legacy. Have a
happy holiday on Monday in commemora-
tion of this distinguished Son of the Soil.
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Gables - 7:30am
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