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his year’s Warld Bookand
! Copyrights Day theme is “In

Books1 ﬁnd. 1 dedicate this
article to 92—year—old Credo g

Mutwa, avthor, historian and spiri- -

whom Ispenta
stead facilitating

and students from all nine South

‘African vamces, as pmt of -
iIKSSA Trust Skills Transfer .
Ptogramme from National Living
Treasures and Indigenois

Knowledge Holders.

Baba Credo Mutwa is a hvmg

Aftican Library, who has paid the s
ultimate price of being a custodian

of Indigenous Knowledge Systems;
ashis books havebeentargets for
western knowledge holders, com- : -
mitted to suppressing Affican’s
greatness; to maintain the continent
knowledge inferiority complex.
‘Credo Mutwa’s lost his copy-

' ‘nghtsmknowledgemongexscom‘f

tted to that this prolific - -
ensuring prowue " when the legal profession was still

limited to the few Africans; hence it |

‘organic intellectual is their captive;

. anddmngommteractweleammg 9
| with Mutwa, he out-rightly accused
| them of having attempted to kill

hlm,aswhendwdmsbookswould 1

‘B how ASicais the Cradle of

Humankind and how in the begm~

| ning of time; other Afticans migrat-

ed into Europe; the colour of their

* | skin was affected by the cold
| | weather, whilst other Africans
| | migrated into Asia, henoe the

colour of their skin v :
These are Lmoomfcmble tnnhs

|| that are found in the books of -,
“§ | Aftican organic intellectuals like -

Credo, that are using
pcwerascontroltoensmeAﬁ-zcas

| inferiority complex is engraved. -

<This inspiring prolific organic

" | intellectual believed in himselfand "
-{ | his eminent role of leading Africa -
* B out of knowledge captivity created '
| by colonial and apartheid régime;
| designed to control and limit our

magmanon and apprecmtmn of

| ing the tyranmy of the Apartheid
Regime; whose --al was power as
| control through mxppressmg all s
. forms of knowledge s aﬁirmm

“Inmy view Baba Mutwa mustbe

honoured by all Southem Africans

a hero in the struggle of wntmg
apainst all forms of captivity and

| suppression of Africa’s knowledge,
{ particularly Indxgeueus Know!edge

Systems,

T honour Cxedo Mutwa for not
narrowly understanding his role as ..
being a renowned traditional healer
with herbs and bones; forhe
explored healing with knowledge - -
that resonates in our souls, con- -
stantly chanunelling God’s wisdom -

,God,&kel'

of Africa’s gneatness As
Knowledge is the ultimate healer,
and Baba Mutwa listenied to God
the ultimate source of all that is,

I hence his copyrights were raided by

knowledge mongers. -
This Joss of copynghts reﬂects
Baba Credo Mutwa being a writer

was predominately a white domi-
nated profession, réndering him "~

" vulnerable and unprotected by the

law. Today, this lesson challenges
the legal profession to engage copy-
rights law, to protect the many
African writers who are challcnging
the status quo. .\
Thelegacy.of £ Mutwa is an mva1u~

- able Jesson on the role of authors,
a8 contributors in knowledge cre- .
.: ation towards developing conscious .

citizenry; that find in the book,

- knowledge that enables them to

question leadership, religion, edu- "
cation and all social scarce * -

|+ resources. What should be found in

books are uncomfortable truths that

| keeps leaders in all spheres of soci-

"ety thinking, particularly on what
E wﬂlwnttenabouttharlegammm o

ﬁmﬁmzre

Lessons lmntchmngmyMarch .

18= to March 21=,2013 encoxmter
wﬂ.h Baba Mutwa

! a‘mmsmm
" Inthe mirdie on Picture

- ibaCrdo al
- sa worked for
B thcy W"fe robes

Accord’

'Ihcerosssymbohmbemga

. guardian of humanity, a knower of
- Stars,'a keeper of the Sun, guided /-

by God the lion of heaven and also
giide mother of etemity.

Akeeperofﬁxesexpcntknowl-r« k&
; edgeofselfreuewal,who:snot ;
;-allowed to'kill, the protector of the <,
- young who Tather die than witness' -

the young being harmed, the keeper.

-of high laws, and the chain is heavy
; symbohc ofhss spmtual responsi- -

*Baba Credo expressed how his

: hcart:sb]eedmgasAmcan sare,
: kﬂ.lmg each other and this is con-
" trary to the continents responsibility
. as the Cradle of Humankind;

blessed with harmony, balance,
truth, interconnectedness since the
beginning of ime.

'IheperpetualconﬂiétsmAfnca :

‘evident in sexual abuses, rape,

poverty, corruption, greed, conflict, *

wars, and xenophobia, indicative of

- African’s failure to umite, as itis
ﬂ:mughumtythatwecanwnquer :

 Most s:gmﬁmﬂy bcmg members
of the Cradle of Humankind, means
that we all come from the same

?somce,Godmctﬂhmatcsotmcof B

all thatis. "
Godwfﬂthdnothﬁlesw

Baba Credo pleads with Africans

to acknowledge the God within -
them, as they spend precious time -

and effort looking into the sky for: -
“God to provide solutions, and yet -/

God is within them.
AccordmgtoBabaMutwa,

Afticans are God’s pecple and it’s

time for them to realise who they

are; in order to evoke the God with- ,V

in them, *n#fis’ the soul that God

:scndsmwtheworldtolmm be

«The acknowledgemmt thatall .
African’s have God within them,

*ntfu” or soul will enable themto be -
“cautious of how they represent the

will be cautious on how they relate
:to themselves, and others, as it was ’

revealed to Africans from the

begmnmgofumethatwea;eGods :

representatives on earth. -

Urnuntfuwa. ‘ntfis” mdmatweof
how we are God’ epresentatives on
" earth, representing the God that is

‘within us, hence we embody God-

“and we do notrequire power as
control to be true repr:semanves of
i God. " :

Wom as

- Respect ’
-Higher Spilritual Belngs -
Aﬁmanshaveﬁ‘om‘hebggmmng‘ :

‘of time respected women as higher

- spiritual beings, who give birth," -/
feed, find food and nurture children -
+to understand the God within them. *
«According to Baba Credo the word
1. ‘umkami’ means she whoismein ' -
-, body and soul, she is more than me;

and mama means she whois™ ./

. greater than I am, who produced

me, Aﬁlcasgreatn%sreqmmsus

'to revert into respecting women as ‘
hxgher sp' tual bemg, ev1dent in the .

: FAMILYSUPPOR Joy Ndwandwe far right front centre is Credo Mutwa.
" “use of ‘khati’ the great one when . -
‘referring to women: indodana vs.

Indodakhati; malume vs. ...,
1, A a.‘inkosivs" 1. 211,

- embrace Jesus Christ, whom -

from Asians Who have infiltrated .

 and informal settlements: Looking
" “back to the colonial era, when =+ -
- Africans aspired to be white,

. thetic and human hair to loo)
-~ Asians, they buy traditional clothes
_from Asians; these trends of the
,dxl\mon and the illusion of how -
 classy.

-~ bilateral agreernents with Asian ;
- countries for infrastrcture invest- <

‘Hence it was easy’ for Afiicans'to -/

an uiterance that resilted inhis o}
expu]smn fmmCathohc school ata

will expenence 4 second invasion

applied skin lightning creams and
straightened hair.
Today Aficans

second invasion are evic nt; as
enslavement begins with cultu:al

‘Asian is classy. Afncan is not-
African Govemments are signing

ments, anc we are uncertain about

how these poor governments wﬂl

repay the loans. However these S
are del

common in most of the Bantu lan-
guages. Symbolic on how ‘the ferni-
nine power is revered for its great-

nessasa moral pmtector and slneld :

- Baba Mutwa expressly stated that -
there is a spiritual warfare targeting -
Indigenous Knowledge Systems . ;

(IKS), as they challenge westem .
knowledge and he was poisoned

ablemnhs,whzcharcbcmgsup- e
“‘Africans with self knowledge: Hé.
‘asserted how western Professors”
harvest the Indigenous Knowledge

Systems and try to kill the indige~
nous knowledge holders, so that
they claim that this is thexr knowl-
edge..

'I'hlslsﬁmdamemallytmcmthe .
~fact that Aftica has slwaysbeen - )
* decades ahead spiritually from the
~ western world; hence wewere
colonised and debumanised, to feel
: vulnerable and at the mercy of :
“western development and

; IndxgenousKnowIedg Systems ;

do not contradict Christianity and -
yet Christians despise these kiiowl-
edge systems; because they consid-
er them barbaric, uncivilised and
knowledge’s of the poor. Baba

Mutwa appealed to Africans not to .
* allow Christianity to create conflict, - { -
within families and communities by

‘ mgGodsfootpath.'I‘lnsrequm
g thatAﬁmanstostophahng,detmt

despising IKS; and most recently
by the current practice where one

| family has different churches going
‘against the principles of God.
K Thlscreatcsdxscmxtyw:ﬁzmtbe
family as each church believed that

the others are not born again”

Christian enough; resultine in com-
‘petitive religion that fragments tbe :
..concept of family.. 7.
; IndespxsmgH(Sbemdﬁﬂof

|- - sionaries because from the begin-
. ning of time, understood the con-

“cept of the trinity: God the Father,
God the Son, and God the Mother .

“of. Etemx‘y

Affica, which could result in the

" African traditional healefs must

-virus was created in the Iaboratory,
. survived on bush meant; which was

. Thnsvulnaablehealmgspace

* common objective of finding the

African pdnﬁnent as an economic

unite Baba Mutwa called for the
umtyoftradmonalhzalexs,asﬂf

He also stated that the HIV/Aids (-
asAﬁxcansdurmgfammcmdwar
monheym&atandﬂ;emwasno
mqmrwasﬁongassomanonofﬁa- :
ditional healers, who,will protect
Lhezrmdmdualknawledge,whﬂst
pulhngﬁxmeﬁbﬂstumxdsdxe

HIV/Aids cure, His major concern




