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g g = = 8 8 Book Description:The so-called 'war on terror' has gone badly for the West, playing directly into the

SR D D (9] strategy of al-Qa'ida and the rest of the terrorist network. Why did this happen? Were there other ap-

Q5 -3 proaches that might have been implemented with better prospects of success? One alternative that

(%)- = @ has been arbitrarily dismissed has been a nonviolent response. This edited collection of perspectives

a 3 o on the nonviolent counter to terrorism opens the topic to serious consideration. The development of a

= g o) nonviolent paradigm brings into sharp focus the deficiencies of present thinking, and paves the way

3 2 for comprehending how nonviolence might overcome those deficiencies andintduce viable alternatives.

@ Since there is a general ignorance about the history, theory and operational dynamics of nonviolence,

3 these aspects are featured throughout the book, and related to the special case of terrorism. To under-

= stand empathetically the background and mind-set of the opponent (without condoning his actions),

to study his culture, to avoid the strategic trap he has set, to examine the different gender reactions of
a Muslim Society, to differentiate between nonviolent Islam and Islamic Terrorism, to jettison the mis-
informed baggage we carry about violence, to appreciate the positive role education and aesthetics can
play, and to investigate ways in which a nonviolent counter to terrorism might be staged, including a
Gandhian response, these are some of the tasks the contributors have collectively pursued. Their
ideas excitingly open up a whole new set of possibilities for a more peaceful world.
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