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Short Book Description 

Humankind has reached a boiling point. Hijacked by toxic competition for dominance, "might" has become "right." 

The consequence is ubiquitous destruction executed through tools of terror. This book is a breathtaking, globally 

informed account of how we can reverse this rising tide, making dignity our destiny and legacy… before it is too 

late. 

 

Extended Book Description 

Humankind has reached a boiling point. Violence, hatred, and terror have become deeply entangled with honor, 

heroism, glory, loyalty, and love. Over the past five percent of modern human history on planet Earth, roughly the 

past ten millennia, human activity has reached a crescendo of rapid and ruthless competition for domination, a fight 

for power over people and the planet, where "might" has become "right." Within this context, a dangerous culture 

of honor has evolved, in which destruction is mercilessly merged with love: “It is my duty, if I love my people, to 



 

 

heroically destroy our enemies and secure all resources for us,” underwritten by an ominous motto: "If you want 

peace, prepare for war." 

Humanity has haphazardly constructed an entire world-system on top of this merger, holding the whole world 

hostage through never-ending cycles of domination and humiliation. The consequence, today, is the ubiquitous 

destruction of human and environmental life on this planet. Terror and terrorism are the tools of a twisted honor 

system that should alert us to the mounting danger while we still have a window of opportunity for change. 

With this book, the author encourages us to recognize the immense historic opportunity that is open to us in the 

wake of these dangerous times. Drawing on 40 years of research gathered on her personal path of living globally, 

she calls us to action in service of restoring and replenishing the health of human arrangements of relationships, 

emphasizing the lifesaving necessity of mutually dignifying cooperation. When we overcome the legacy of honor 

and terror together, in mutual respect, we can address the social and environmental crises of our time and the terror 

these developments foment. 

This book is a breathtaking, globally informed account of how humanity can reverse the rising tide of terror, 

making dignity our destiny and legacy… before it is too late. 

Foreword by Linda Hartling, Director of Human Dignity and Humiliation Studies 
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